
 

H/SS Writing Rubric 

Criterion Advanced  Proficient Basic Below Basic Far Below Basic 

Topic 
Sentence/Thesis  
and Conclusion 
(when applicable) 

Strong topic sentence/thesis, clearly 
developed 
•Summarizes the points made and restates the 
topic sentence/thesis in different words 
 
2 points 

Contains a clear topic sentence/ thesis 
•Briefly summarizes the points made 
and restates the topic sentence/thesis in 
exact wording 
 
1.5 points 

Simply restates the question or confused 
and unfocused topic sentence/thesis 
•Very brief summary of the points made and 
restates the topic sentence/thesis in exact 
wording 
1 point 

May paraphrase the question 
•Restates the topic sentence/thesis in 
exact wording; no summary 
 
 
0.5 points 

Lacks a topic sentence/thesis 
•Lacks a conclusion 
 
 
 
0 points 

Evidence/Support 
 

Supports the topic sentence/thesis with 
substantial and relevant info 
Understands the complexity of the question 
Provides substantial and pertinent evidence to 
support topic sentence/thesis and/or claim(s) 
 
8 points 

Uses some factual information 
Provides sufficient and relevant 
evidence to support topic 
sentence/thesis and/or claim(s)  
 
 
6 points 

Supporting information superficial, missing 
or irrelevant 
Provides limited and/or superficial evidence 
to support topic sentence/thesis and/or 
claim(s)  
 
4 points 

Incompetent, inappropriate response 
Provides minimal and/or  
irrelevant evidence to support topic 
sentence/thesis and/or claim(s) 
 
 
2 points 

Provides inaccurate, little, or no 
evidence to support topic 
sentence/thesis and/or claim(s) 
 
 
 
0 points 

Analysis Analyzes more than describes  
Shows insightful understanding of  
topic/text 
Understands and answers all parts of the 
question 
 
 
8 points 

Does not understand the complexity of 
the question 
Limited analysis; mostly describes 
Shows competent understanding of 
topic/text 
Answers all parts of the question, but 
may be imbalanced 
6 points 

Shows simplistic understanding  
of topic/text 
Adequate response for part of the question 
only 
 
 
 
4 points 

Little understanding of the question 
Shows limited understanding of 
topic/text 
Limited attempts to answer part of 
the question 
 
 
2 points 

Shows no understanding of 
topic/text 
 
 
 
 
 
0 points 

Language/ 
Structure 

May contain insignificant errors 
Contains minimal to no errors in conventions 
(grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization)  
Strategically uses academic and content-
specific vocabulary clearly 
2 points 

May contain minor errors 

Contains few, minor errors in 
conventions 
Competently uses academic and 
content-specific vocabulary clearly 
 
1.5 points 

May contain major errors 

Contains some errors in conventions which 
may cause confusion 
Superficially uses academic and content-
specific vocabulary 
 
1 point 

Contains numerous errors in 
conventions which cause confusion 
Inadequately uses academic  
and content-specific vocabulary clearly 
 
 
0.5 points 

Contains serious and pervasive 
errors in conventions which inhibits 
understanding  
Fails to use academic and content-
specific vocabulary clearly 
 
0 points 
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